CHAPTER II.
THE ARRIVAL IN INDIA.
Nothing could be more picturesque
than your entrance into Bombay.
William Booth.
When the P. & 0. SS. "Ancona" passed through the
Suez Canal on its way to India in September, 1882, the
opposing forces of Arabi Pasha and Sir Garnet Wolseley
were drawn up near its banks at Tel el Kabir, and the first
news that greeted the passengers, when they landed in
-Bombay, was that of the famous moonlight charge and
victory, which assured the fate and safety of that great
waterway to the East.
On board the " Ancona " was another expedition of a
very different character. The peaceful invasion of India
was planned by a leader for whom Lord Wolseley had so
great an admiration, that he said in later years that there
was one man whose genius for organization was such, that
he would prefer him to anybody else as his Chief of the Staff,
though he could boast of no military training, and that
was William Booth, the Founder and for forty-seven years
the General of The Salvation Army.
It was the same brilliant expert in oriental warfare,
who was credited with suggesting to The Salvation Army
Commander-in-Chief, that he should despatch a couple of
his Officers for the conversion of the Mahdiists, who were
ravaging the Sudan and threatening the invasion of Egypt,
offering to escort them to the borders of the troubled area,
and then to administer a not-too-severe chastisement,
which he felt sure would make the Mahdi offer, not
only an asylum, but a welcome, to these messengers of
peace, as the victims of British tyranny!
The Aixny, that landed from the " Ancona/' and made
its first " moonlight charge " upon the powers of darkness
in India, was unconsciously putting into effect the very
policy that Sir Garnet thought might serve to pour oil upon
tte troubled waters of Madhiisra.